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16 CLINICAL NOTES.
upwards and towards the right side; slight opisthotonos
and tonic spasm of both arms and legs ; very slight frothing
at mouth ; jaws firmly clenched; heart’s action slow,
laboured, and irregular ; pulse imperceptible at wrist;
extremities cold and bathed with clammy perspiration.
Mustard and hot water fomentations were applied to the
legs and thighs, and hot sinapisms over the heart. On
inquiring as to what the patient had taken, I was informed
that she had had a cup of tea and also a dose of medicine,
which had been dispensed on the pievious day by a chemist.
On smelling the bottle a strong odour of bitter almonds was
clearly perceptible. I then asked for the prescription,
which I found was as follows:-"R Pot. bicarb., 5iv.; acid.
hydrochl. dil., &sect; i. ; aquse ad 5 viii. Allow the effervescence
to subside before placing in the bottle. Cap. 3 ss. ter in
die." However, by an unfortunate mistake hydrocyanic
acid had been used instead of the dilute hydrochloric acid.
The patient took one dose of the medicine, which would be
equal to half a drachm of the B.P. acid, and died one hour
and twenty minutes from the time of taking the dose, and
about half an hour after my arrival.
Necropsy, eight hours after death.-Body well nourished ;
no external marks beyond those of already commencing
decomposition (the day being unusually hot). Heart some-
what fatty and its muscular tissue friable; odour of almonds
distinctly perceptible on opening the pericardium, which
contained about an ounce and a half of fluid. Left ven-
tricle found firmly contracted and empty; right ventricle
somewhat thin and relaxed, containing about an ounce of
dark-coloured fluid blood. The lungs were somewhat con-
gested, and adherent in places to the chest wall ; also
slightly emphysematous. Liver somewhat congested ;
friable. Kidneys and spleen healthy. All the viscera of
both chest and abdomen were characterised by the peculiar
odour of bitter almonds. The membranes of the brain
were found considerably engorged, as also the sinuses. But t
in the brain tissue the puncta were almost imperceptible
owing to the anaemic character of the brain substanceitself. The cerebro-spinal fluid and brain tissue gave off the
characteristic smell. About two ounces of yellowish semi-
transparent fluid were contained in the stomach; this was
afterwards submitted to analysis, and found to give slight
but unmistakable evidence of the presence of the prussic
acid.
This case appears to me to be interesting, first, on
account of the smallness of the dose, which was followed
within about five minutes by complete insensibility, owing
doubtless to the rapidity with which the poison became
absorbed, the stomach being almost empty at the time of
taking the fatal dose ; and, secondly, that, the dose being
so small, it should afford such conclusive and unmis-
takable signs of its presence in all the tissues.
Haulgli, Bolton. 
____
A FOREIGN BODY IN THE EAR FOR EIGHTEEN
YEARS.
BY ALFRED SWANN, M.D., M. R. C. S.,
SURGEON TO THE BATLEY AND DISTRICT COTTAGE HOSPITAL.
THE following case came under my care recently, and may
be deemed interesting.
G. L--, aged twenty-seven, consulted me in May, com-
plaining of irritability of the fauces, particularly on the
right side, and deafness on the same side. He said that
eighteen years ago, when a child, he was playing with a
piece of slate pencil, and poked it into his ear. He went to
a medical man, who attempted to remove the body, but did
not succeed. Deafness gradually supervened, and unless
some conducting medium was used the man could not detect
sounds at all. On examining the ear with a speculum, it
was found to contain cerumen, but nothing else could be
seen. A few syringefuls of warm water and carbonate of
soda soon dislodged a long plug of what appeared to be
cerumen, but embedded in this was a piece of slate pencil
half an inch long, with its rounded end towards the drum of
the ear. Hearing was immediately and perfectly restored,
and on examination the tympanum was found to be perfectly
whole and healthy. The throat symptoms cleared up in the
course of a few days.
This case seems to be interesting as showing the toleration
which the auditory canal may have for foreign bodies, and
also on account of the sympathetic irritation of the throat.
Batley, 1 or,kahire
A FORM OF UMBILICAL SINUS OCCURRING IN
ADULTS.
BY ALEX. G. R. FOULERTON, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
THE form of umbilical sinus to which I would draw
attention, although doubtless frequently met with in
practice, has not, I believe, been generally recognised in
surgical works. Umbilical nstulae of greater or less extent
depending upon non-coalescence of the urachus or omphalo-
mesenteric duct are described. So also a fistula leading
down to an abscess cavity within the abdomen, usually seen
in children and often in connexion with diseased mesenteric
glands. Biliary and faecal nstulse may in like manner find
their point of discharge at the same spot. The sinus now
under consideration, however, does not extend deeper than
the abdominal walls; it is merely the normal umbilical
depression converted into a suppurating cavity. Its chief
clinical characteristic has been a marked obduracy to
treatment, depending probably on the fact that its exact
pathology has not been understood. The cause of theirritation in four cases of this complaint, all occurringin women, which have come under my notice has been
the same-viz., retained sebaceous matter. The presence
of a hard plug of mingled dirt and sebaceous matter can
frequently be demonstrated in the umbilicus, especiallyin persons who give not due regard to personal cleanli-
ness. It will vary in size from a hemispherical mass the
size of a small split-pea, lying deep down in the um-
bilicus, to a larger concretion filling the whole depression,
and presenting itself as a black disc, its upper surface being
flush with the surrounding skin. This being so, it is easy
to conceive that such a plug may set up considerable
irritation, and the suppuration so induced is likely to con-
tinue until the cause has been removed. Bearing this in
mind, the treatment is simple. The cavity should first be
thoroughly scraped out, particular attention being paid to
the deeper parts ; the application of nitric acid will then
ensure a healthy granulating surface. For the scraping, a
most convenient scoop may be extemporised by inverting a
pen-nib in its holder. The cases thus treated have all
healed rapidly after having already resisted various other
methods. In one of the cases, after application of nitric
acid the sinus still refused to heal. It was then found that
what had been mistaken for a large granulation at the
bottom of the sinus was in reality an encapsuled mass of
sebaceous matter, presumably an obstructed follicle. On
this being turned out, the whole thing was well within a
week. There is yet another form of umbilical sinus caused
by the spreading downwards of eczema, but as to the
treatment of this I have no experience.
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Chatham.
SYMPTOMS OF POISONING BY &AElig;THUSA CYNA
PIUM (FOOL’S PARSLEY).
BY E. SCOTT SUGDEN, M.B.,
SENIOR HOUSE SURGEON, BIRKENHEAD BOROUGH HOSPITAL.
JOSEPH P-, aged nineteen, applied at the Birkenhead
Borough Hospital at 8.30 A.M. on June 29th. He stated
that on the previous evening he gathered by the hedgeside
several leaves of a herb he thought to be tansy. Before
going to bed he ate a few of these leaves, and about 3 o’clock
in the morning he began to vomit; this vomiting continued
for three or four hours off and on till he came to the hospital.
When I saw him at 8.30 A.M. he complained of nausea and
headache, with a burning sensation about the mouth and
throat. The pupils were widely dilated, and the pulse very
quick and feeble. The patient was put to bed, and no
treatment ordered beyond a five-grain calomel powder and
an ounce of castor oil. By the next morning he was quite
well. The lad brought with him a piece of the herb, which
was undoubtedly fool’s parsley, and the case is interesting
in view of the experiments made some years ago by Dr. John
Harley (St. Thomas’s Hospital), which were supposed to
prove that the herb was completely harmless.
Birkenhead.
GREAT NORTHERN CENTRAL HOSPITAL.- The
Prince and Princess of Wales have now arranged to open
the new buildings on Tuesday, July 17th, at 4.30 P.M.
